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This Report is prepared in accordance with the recommendations 
of the 
Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 


SECTION I.—THE OBSTETRIC REPORT 


In- patients 
nats | TOTALS 
Non- 
_ Booked | Booked 

Adult pattentssadmitted () 0) S2eseseee 840 295 1135 
Patientsidelivercdiin hospital | <<. 

Pintiparee age hee kn, ee eee 348 pe 476 

Mourltip ace 05. oe, 2 ye, ee 459 103 562 
Patiestc admitted alter déliverye ea see 

Primiparay | <2. 9) aa os ieee 6 16 22 

Noultipara (24, "0." So a re 12 21 33 
Totalepatiencs Celnyered |) sams A a825 268 1093 
‘A DOMIORS EY... Oi ~ Sea en 5 5 IO 
Maternaldeaths am | \s...es ee. re fo) 3 a 
Maternal death rate (per 1,000 total births) fe) T£2 2s 

| infants: borban hospital Gaye «2 eee ee esr 236 10657 09 

Infants born before admission _ ..... aed ae 23 AS 
Total infants porn Speen) a eee eee | 839 “W259 1098 
Stillbirths ~ ue = ere ae i 28 45 
Stillbirth rate (per 1,000 total births) _ ..... | Seon 108.1 42.0 
Neonatal deaths eyiet. meee >, | 20 22 42 
Neonatal death rate (per 1,000 live births). | 24.3 95-2 40.3 


CRITIGAES SUR VE 


This Report deals with cases treated in the Maternity Wards 
of the Camborne-Redruth Miners’ and General Hospital and in 
the Maternity Home at Looe. As these cases have all come under 
the same antenatal care and as complications in patients booked 
for Looe have been transferred from the clinics to the main maternity 
centre in Redruth, it has been considered reasonable to include the 
cases delivered in Looe, which are mainly normal cases, in one 
Report. ‘ | 


The Maternity Home in Looe dealt with 230 cases during 
the year, of which 228 were booked and 2 non-booked cases. One 
case delivered there had been in Redruth for external version of 
a breech presentation and 1 case delivered in Looe was transferred 
to Redruth with phlebitis. There were 109 primigravide and T19 
booked and 2 non-booked multipare. Of these 2. primigravidee 
and 2 booked and 1 non-booked multipare were admitted after 
delivery at home. Details of complications appear in the appropriate 
tables. The following table gives a summary of methods of delivery. 


METHODS OF DELIVERY 


REDRUTH LOOE 
Non- Non- 

Booked! Booked) Total || Booked) Booked} Total 

Eee Pe ba PSM PP My cP | Mo Pb M 
Spont. occ. ant. 87.5% 209 318 84| 82|293/400 100 E16 a I|IOO)I17 
Spont. occ. post. oN Lt Al Bis TO ese fae ee ee 
Forceps delivery BO, | ESN esl 246 3) 30) 6 6) — = ee 6| — 
Breech delivery Bee he? Ol Bh TAt 97) 20 TO) ar el t= I| — 
Face delivery 4% | = 3) - bo cb home| = Saale ae | =e eng 
Cesarean section He lees 5) 3) -3e OL eSs— | — pa a Pa 
Twins evel 7 eC ol Ole Ole Th ale a I 
Craniotomy SE %e| — | — I) — r—-}-|-|-};-|-]- 
Decapitation oI%|-|-—|]- I} — }/-}-|-}|-|-]|- 
241 342/128 |102/369/444||107|117) — 1/107/118 


Abortions have been treated mainly in the Gynecological 
Ward of the Hospital and have not been included this year in the 
Table. It is hoped that this will be remedied in future years. 


Apart from the booked cases admitted after delivery at home 
for nursing there were in addition 37 non-booked cases admitted 
after delivery. The reasons for their admission were as follows :— 


Primipara Multipara 


Retained placenta 
Home Conditions 
Perineal tears 
Eclampsia 
Premature babies 
Postpartum hemorrhage 
Severe anemia 
Acute inversion of uterus 
Foetal abnormality 


lal [aeer Tap SESS) 


Il ia! imal Sy AS) TS) TS) 


All cases in whom the blood pressure rises over 150 systolic 
are admitted to the Wards for investigation but cases with a lower 
blood pressure and other signs of toxemia are also admitted for 
treatment. 

All cases with antepartum hemorrhage are admitted to the 
Wards and are not examined unless the bleeding is severe or occurs 
on several occasions. No attempt to diagnose the cause of the 
bleeding is made in those cases which go to term and deliver them- 
selves. 

All breech presentations have an attempt at external version 
performed in the antenatal clinic as soon as the presentation has 
been diagnosed providing the pregnancy is about 32 weeks or 
more in duration. Cases in which version is unsuccessful in the 
antenatal clinic are then admitted to the Wards for attempted 
version under anesthesia. 


A routine Wassermann Reaction is done on all patients in 
the antenatal clinic and for the past six months in addition all 
patients have been blood grouped and the Rhesus factor determined. 
All non-booked cases also have a Wassermann Reaction done after 
admission and there were during the year 13 patients returned as 
having a positive Wassermann. These cases have all been referred 
to the Special Treatment Centres. At present all cases in whom 
any doubtful reactions occur in the Wassermann results are referred 
direct to the Clinic for further investigation and a considerable 
number of these on repeated examination are found to have no 
serological or clinical evidence of disease. 


All patients who have a temperature over 100°F. during the 
puerperium or in whom a temperature of 99.4°F. occurs on two 
successive days have a catheter specimen of urine and a high 
vaginal swab examined to see what organisms are present. Only 
those cases which conform to the standard laid down in the Report 
are included in the appropriate Tables. 


The three maternal deaths recorded were all in non-booked 
cases and intwo of these the patients were admitted with advanced 
pulmonary tuberculosis and died shortly after delivery. The third 
case, admitted as one of toxemia, did not present the usual features 
of pre-eclamptic toxemia and at postmortem was found to have 
an acute nephritis with uremia. 
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MATERNAL DEATHS 


15869—Emergency multipara. 


Age 23.—Admitted at 30th week of pregnancy with advanced 
Pulmonary Tuberculos:s, and went into labour one week later, 
delivering herself of a premature baby weighing 2lbs 6 ozs. Her 
condition rapidly deteriorated and she died the following day. 

The baby, which had been a spontanee breech delivery, lived 
eight hours. 


Post-mortem showed advanced Pulmonary disease, with 
tuberculous laryngitis, tracheitis and enteritis. 


25838—Emergency primigravida. 

Age 34.—Admitted at the 22nd week with a Blood Pressure of 
174/120 and 0.5% albuminuria. There was no evidence of cedema 
or jaundice. The albuminuria remained constant, but hypertension 
increased and she showed some jerky movements of the body on 
the oth day after admission. She had a further four fits and then 
delivered herself of a macerated foetus. Her condition then seemed 
to improve and the albuminuria which rose to 2.79% on the second 
day of the puerperium fell to .02°% on the 3rd day, and there were 
periods of restlessness and twitching which continued until late 
on the 3rd day when she suddenly crouched on her left side, collapsed 
and died in ten minutes. 


Post-mortem showed acute glomercular nephritis with some 
cedema and cortical hemorrhages in the brain. 


26904—Emergency primigravida. 

Age 22.—Admitted at the 32nd week for premature labour with 
Pulmonary Tuberculosis. She delivered herself of a premature 
baby weighing 3lbs gozs as a breech 24 hours after admission 
and became febrile over the next four days. The baby died on 
the 4th day with broncho-pneumonia and she herself died on 
the 7th day of the puerperium. She had been under treatment for 
five years at a sanatorium and discharged herself a month previous 
to admission to Hospital. An operation for appendicitis had revealed 
also extensive tuberculosis peritonitis. 


GASES (Ol SEE CIAIAIN [Eki 
207888 —Emergency primigravida. 


Age 21.—This patient was admitted to Hospital with a diagnosis 
of colicky abdominal pain in the lower abdomen and frequency of 
micturition. She was treated with Sulphonamides and produced 
an almost complete suppression of urine. As her condition deterior- 
ated a diagnosis of an acute abdominal emergency was made and 
laparotomy performed. This showed no intraperitoneal complications 
and she was given intravenous glucose up to 5} litres. Bilateral 
ureteric catheterization was performed and a flow of thick yellow 
urine obtained from the right ureter with some blood-stained urine 
from the left. Blood urea was 140 milligrams. Hemoglobin was 
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49%. Blood Urea continued to rise to 180 milligrams but her urinary 
output rose. She delivered herself of a macerated abortion of 
approximately five months, on the 8th day after admission, and 
her condition from then steadily improved. 


On discharge her Blood urea had fallen to 45 milligrams, and 
she has since been delivered of a normal full term pregnancy 
without any further complications. 


28321—Emergency primigravida. 

Age 22.—This patient was delivered at home of a full term 
baby and assistance was sought on account of severe post-partum 
hemorrhage and collapse. The loss was estimated to have been 
about 50 ozs and she was given Ergometrine and Pituitrin in spite 
of which her condition deteriorated. She had an immediate trans- 
fusion of group O Rhesus negative blood and then her condition 
improved so that she was fully conscious after 24 pints of blood. 
During the night she vomited several times and was admitted to 
Hospital the following day where she was found, after further 
transfusion, to have a complete inversion of the uterus. A month 
after delivery the uterus was replaced after incising the ring vaginally 
and replacing the fundus. 


In view of the interval between the recognition of the condition 
and the time of delivery, combined with the fact that her general 
condition had recovered to a very considerable extent, no immediate 
replacement was attempted. 
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SECTION II.—PAEDIATRIC REPORT 


In-patients 
No- TOTALS 
Booked | Booked 

Infants; born 1m hospital es ee. 821 236 1057 
Infants born before admission ...  _—_...... 18 28 41 
‘Lotalantants- born, aes a cee eee 839 259 T098 
Se Wiskrs det Se ee me ae Ly 28 45 
Stillbirth rate (per 1,000 total births) _..... 20.3 TOG ot AZ26 
INeonataltdéeaths. ig aes Ween) Beer 20 22 42 
Neonatal death rate (per 1,000 live births) 524 28 95-2 40.3 


Gio I GATS SURVEY 


There were 1,057 infants born in the Unit during the year 
and of these 39 were stillborn. Details of stillbirths including those 
of 6 women delivered before admission will be found in the appro- 
priate Table. 


There were 42 neonatal deaths of which 5 occurred in infants 
admitted after delivery outside. The details of all neonatal deaths 
are in the Tables following. 


There is no special provision for treatment of premature babies. 
These are treated in the same nurseries and with the same staff 
as are dealing with ordinary cases. There have been a total of 98 
premature babies born in Hospital, or aamitted after delivery, of — 
whom 26 died. Out of 14 babies weighing under 34 lb. only 1 survived. 
Of the 24 babies weighing from 34 to 44 lb., 10 died, 3 of these 
were found to have congenital abnormalities, 5 had tentorial. tears 
and 1 had pneumonia, the tenth case was attributed to prematurity. 
Of the 60 babies whose birth weight was from 44 to 54 Ib. all except 
3 survived, atelectasis was found in 2 of these cases and a third 
had a tentorial tear. 


Congenital malformations were present in 17 infants born and 
of these only 3 survived, of the remainder 10 were neonatal deaths 
and 4 were stillbirths. 


Tentorial tears were present in 12 babies on postmortem 
examination and 7 of these cases occurred in premature babies 
showing the increased risk in such cases. 
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CASES “OB SPECIALS INT ERE =a 


23325—Booked Multipara. 


Mother gave a history of three previous full term and one 
premature delivery—first full term child died at nine months with. 
diagnosis of ‘enlarged bowel’, the third pregnancy ended in a full 
term delivery, the baby dying at one week of an imperforate anus 
and the fourth pregnancy ending in a premature baby weighing 
2%lbs which lived one day. 


Pregnancy was normal and the child born spontaneously 
after 21 hours ; weighed 8lbs 4ozs at birth, would not suck and 
vomited continuously. As it was becoming dehydrated an X-ray 
was taken which showed some distension of the bowel probably 
in the small gut and the barium enema was arrested at the splenic 
flexure. 


Laporotomy was carried out and a stricture found at the 
junction of the transverse and descending colon. Anastomosis 
was performed and the child died, due to some peritonitis caused by 
leakage of the anastomosis, four days later. 


Post-mortem found no evidence of an organic stricture and it 
appears that one is dealing here with a case of sub-neurogenic 
spasm which may have been present with the first child as well. 
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